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not to be overlooked or foigotten We have in the masses ignorant and excitable peoples to deal with ; and mischievous men have only to go among them with false stories to produce dangerous disquiet and to rouse them to violence
The opposition was mainly confined to two great parties whose interests were, not unreasonably, regarded as to some extent threatened by this scheme, and whose voice is a very powerful voice in India One of these is the Calcutta Bar. I do not intend to bring any railing accusation against the Bar I am myself a barrister, and am free, I think, of the prejudice which not a few Executive officers sometimes show to that profession But there is no doubt that it is only natural that niembeis of the Bar, and especially those of second-rate character and practice, should be very jealous of anything that seems to interfere with their professional prospects. Now it is clear that the transfer of a certain number of Districts to a new Piovmce whose head-quaiters would no longer be Calcutta, would tend to injure the prospects of certain members of the Calcutta Bar They felt this, and their voice was raised with no uncertain sound against the measure They adopted exaggerated language in regard to it, ignored the advantages which it was intended to produce, and did all they could to prejudice the people against it. They engineered with great skill, through the agency of the local Bars which had been long connected with the central Bar in Calcutta, a violent opposition to the scheme throughout the transferred Districts and throughout the Bengali Districts which were not transferred.
The other strong agency in engineering the opposition was a section of the native Press. There are some native newspapers which have a high aim and a good tone; but the native Press as a whole is not characterised by either good tone or high purpose. It has become to a large extent truculent and offensive It is well knownjthat a certain section of it exercises its influence and maintains itself partly by what it regards as spicy writing, and partly by a deliberate or perhaps occasionally unconscious terrorism. An officer